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such allocation was quite feasible under the existing rules;8
hence the most useful type of analysis was not achieved by
parliamentarians. Similarly the question period in the
Canadian house, although it exists, never seems to have
been so astutely adapted as its counterpart in Westminster
to indicate minor fumbles in the policy of a Government,
to expose administrative abuses, and to restrain the bureau-
cracy. A British parliamentarian has remarked that the
question hour ' 'is dreaded more than any other hour by the
civil servants, and [that] it keeps them up to tlie mark/'9
In Canada it has no such grim and significant role.
The Canadian Cabinet by convention is federal in being
always designed to represent the principal races, religions,
and regions of the country.    The representativeness of a
member is sometimes much more evident than his ability.
An effort is usually made to obtain at least one Protestant
and English-speaking representative from Quebec, three or
even four French,  a Roman  Catholic  of  Irish  extraction
from Ontario or another province, and other members from
as many of the nine provinces as possible.    Such members
are chosen to represent the diverse social interests of their
regions, especially the interests of primary producers in the
Maritime Provinces and the West, the manufacturers and
merchants of Ontario and Quebec, and the urban workers
of Canada as a whole.    It is even a convention that in the
larger  provinces   certain   sections   should   receive   distinct
representation.    In the French province the cities of Montreal
and Quebec have long been regarded as entitled to a minister
apiece,  and  in  Ontario  now  the northern  area  makes a
separate and emphatic claim.    Politicians are often invited
to the federal Cabinet directly from the arena of provincial
politics partly for their administrative talent and partly for
the local political support which their presence may bring
to the Government.    Far from being a gracious formality,
this conscious  and  planned  representativeness  is  deemed
imperative in order to strengthen the executive in a fissiparous
community.    It helps to ensure that in reaching decisions,
*See remarks of Brooke Claxton, House of Commons Debates, 1943, 291-7.
"Quoted in Ivor Jennings, Parliament,. 95.